THE COINS OF THE CEDED AND
CONQUERED PROVINCES OF THE
BENGAL PRESIDENCY — SAUGOR

(LATER SAGAR) AND RELATED MINTS

By Dr Paul Stevens

Introduction

As stated in preceding papgrthe British added further territories
to their Bengal Presidency following the third Matsawar in
1818, and these included the mint at Saugor. Theept paper
will discuss the entries in the records of the Hadta Company,
held in the British Library (IOR), relating to Saugamnd various
other mints, and will attempt to combine this imf@ation with the
associated coins.

The First British Issues from the Saugor Mint

When the British acquired Saugor in 1818, they foanslorking
mint, with a full work-force, that had been in ogiéon for many
years, having been established in 1782/83 (Samig&9)1
although some authorities give 1779, based on &gin#s

Maheshwari and Wiggifishave pointed out, Prinsep seems to

have made a mistake about this and actually gavddte as 1782
as well as 1779.

The IOR records contain an entry showing the minpuaiu
for several years prior to the British takedver

Sambat Year (AD) Value of coins
produced (Rs)
1863 (1806/07) 378,888
1864 (1807/08) 400,738
1865 (1808/09) 94,379
1866 (1809/10) 274,384
1867 (1810/11) 148,787
1868 (1811/12) 98,716
1869 (1812/13) 314,405
1870 (1813/14) 167,023
1871 (1814/15) 49,502
1872 (1815/16) 27,662
1873 (1816/17) 39,600

As can be seen from the table above, mintage itagidew years
of Maratha rule was very low but the same entryeaty that, in
the eight months before the British took over, thipat increased
to 163,167, presumably as a result of the war &edneed for
cash to pay the troops. The same entry then shmwsint output
for the first few years of British rule.

From 10" to 31 March 1818 62,501
April 1818 93,751
May 61,618
June 82,566
July 92,896
August 71,142
September 51,575
October 43,778
November 82,285
December 73,745
January 1819 22,078
February 21,292
March 29,261
April 17,199
May 21,350

The coin produced at Saugor was called the SauglasiBzhie
and was said to contai80 ruttees of silver and 10 ruttees of
alloy’®.

The source of the silver was also given:
‘Of about 800,000 rupees coined since the commemterfie
the British administration, it is calculated tha5@000 rupees
have been coined from dollars brought from Calcutia
Benares and melted down here, 50,000 rupees frordecru
bullion brought from the same direction, 200,00Qnfr
Serenuggur rupees melted down, 100,000 from Nagmees
and 100,000 from various other rupees in circulatim the
district. Benares also formerly supplied the greatguantity of
bullion consumed at this mint.

Rupees from many other mints in the area were alsir¢ulation
(for modern names s&

(‘Nagpoor, Serenuggur, Jalound, Seronge, RathgurHs&hand
Gurrah Kotah rupee}

and the other local mints were given as:

‘Rathgurh, Bhilsah, Bhopal, Seronge, Jhansi, TirH&erenuggur,
Punnah, Chutterpore, Eisagurh, and Gurrah Kotah, athe
rupees of the under mentioned places mix suffigiento the
general circulation to entitle them to equal corsation in their
effect on the currency. Nagpore, Chandah, Sohagepore
Sudhourah, Jalound and Ogjain’.

All of these rupees were of lower quality than S&ugor rupee
and this caused some concern to the authorities, euickly
decided that they should introduce the Farrukhatra@anares
rupee into the newly acquired territories. Thiseythdecided,
would require the establishment of a new mint bbere should
this be sited? At least three options were consitleSaugor,
Jubblepore and Husingabad (see below for furthemudsion).

Amongst the earliest entries in the records, riefgrto the
Saugor mint, is a discussion of the salaries paidhe mint
employees. At the time that the mint was taken @yethe British
the salaries were based on the number of coinsupeadby the
mint. Since the mint output had increased, theriggldhad also
increased and Mr Maddock suggested that the empdogkould
be paid a fixed salary in future. After some disbois this was
agreed.

The mint establishment was reported to be

‘One Darogah, one assayer, two weighers, one engrawer
melters, two stampers, and twenty five smiths’.addition 1
Jemadar and 7 Sebaudars at a monthly salary of @ees per
mensum are kept up for the protection of the mint’

At the same time, Mr Maddock noted that:

| take the opportunity of noticing a complaint whibhs been
more than once preferred to me by the Darogah. &jes shat the
coinage, greatly increased as it is, would be halfaia as
expensive, but that a mint [that] is working at GahrKotah has
imitated the dye of the Saugor rupee and that &slfmuch specie
as is monthly coined at Saugor is issued with timeesenpression
at Gurrah Kotah, but being somewhat inferior to thaugor
standard serves to depreciate in character the Sawugrrency
and from its close resemblance to the rupee of riiet, is
productive of much confusion in all mercantile santions. He
requests that the abuse may be rectified.

There is, therefore, no doubt that the Saugor mias kept in
operation following the British takeover, and thgtthus, falls
into the category of a transitional mint, althoudpy, 1819, the
output had began to tail off again. It is also cléeat the Saugor
rupees were extensively copied, albeit crudely mint at Gurrah
Kotah (see below for further discussion).

The coins produced during this time must have kibese
showing the regnal year 55 of which there are type$ recorded
by Maheshwari & Wiggins and a quarter rupee is kmovg€rude
examples of these were presumably the output of Gherah
Kotah mint.



Saugor mint, and the value of its coinage, wereriojsly
affected by this imitation.

On my questioning him regarding the inferiority thfe
rupees coined by him in the present year, to thafselder
date, he urged in excuse that he could not be ardbleifor
all rupees that were circulated as Saugor ones,tfat the
Gurrah Kotah rupees passed universally for Saugqreas,
and that it was often difficult even to personslstilin the
examination of money to distinguish them. He endgd
desiring that some additional inscription might imade in the

An entry in the records of 1825 contains the foltmystatemerit dye in characters that would not be understood leyGlrrah
...an application has been made to me by one or tiediead Kotah people, and that unless something of this kire
shroffs to permit the old mint to remain openttik coinage of done, he could not be responsible for the Saugage.
the new mint has come into full play. To this agian | was As | remained in doubt yvhether this exercise was well
led to give a discouraging reply. _ground_ed or whether the coinage was really det_emmlal

immediately procured 50 rupees coined that morriiogh the

This reveals that the old mint at Saugor remainpdrational mint, and sent them to Mr Newnham to request he would

nearly until the new mint was opened in 1825 ans ith further procure them to be assayed. He forwarded them to the

confirmed by a quote from Presgrave (eventually tNiraster of Accountant General conceiving that the point woudd Hest

the new Saugor mint) who stated in 1833 ascertained in Calcutta.

| thought it impossible to allow the operations lo¢ tmint
to go on, while the Darogah disavowed his own resibditg
and that it was necessary either to shut up the mirtomply
with his request respecting an additional inscriptib was told
that it would be likely to alarm and distress theddfs if the
mint was closed. | therefore gave up that idea dinected to
be inserted on the rupee in very small characterone side
the word “Saugor” in English and the year of our ldoon the
reverse. | at the same time requested Captain Stetwart
procure directions to be sent to Gurrah Kotah tovamt any
further attempts at imitation. Although there areveral
objections to be made to an innovation in the appeee of
the coin, they were perhaps less than what mighe Hmeen
urged against shutting up the mint, and what | hdwae on
the occasion will, | trust, be approved by His Ldrigs | am of
opinion however that a mint such as Saugor, the
superintendence of which is in the hands of a natifieer,
can be expected to show a proper degree of regularder
this Government. Formerly the whole business oficgimwas
introduced between the shroffs and the Darogah, trel

...It does not at first sight appear why the pricepuwfion and
foreign coins, whose intrinsic values are perfedtiyown,
should thus vary in the Market as compared withabieage of
the Honorable Company but this fluctuation, it iwm, does
exist and may be exemplified in the Balashy rufueeerly the
Mahratta coinage of this city and continued unddre t
Honorable Company’s Government until the openingthaf
present Saugor mint.

The Balashy rupee has been for many years the rucaEn
of this part of the Saugor and Nerbudda territori€ae natives
therefore have been long accustomed and still naetivith few
exceptions to make it the medium of all their teanti®ns. It is
inferior to the Farruckabad rupee. The differenceimtrinsic
value may be taken at 10 per cent. It generally vewpasses
for more than its assay value. Sometimes the diftar is not
more than 4% or 5 per cent. At others, as durirg ¢bllection
of land revenues, it falls, or rather, the Farrubleal rupee
becoming more in demand rises consequently in pir@nd a
difference of 12% or 13 per cent.

In addition to the silver coins, there are copp®Eng known dated Government scarcely interfered in their transacsiorThe
RY 5. No entry has been found in the records refertinghe Darogah and all his establishment were paid a pei@ge on
issue of copper coins, but it seems likely thas¢heere issued the coinage and could not be called the servants of
during the British period together with the silveircs. Government. Now they receive regular salaries, araligh

their responsibility is not diminished, they feeliah less
interest in their own operations than formerly.

Were it not that the Gurrah Kotah rupees would cargito
pass for Saugor ones, and that a deteriorated emnld thus
be forced into circulation, | should consider itvahtageous to
stop the present coining at Saugor, whether a mimtaa
amended principle may be established here or muteed if
the examination of the rupees that have been sewndo
Calcutta proves them to be inferior to the formemstard of

Copper Pice. Photo from Maheshwari & Wiggins the mint, | shall be obliged to have recourse tat tmeasure
and probably to dismiss from office the greatertpaifr the
Rupee dated 1819 persons employed in the establishment.

Prinsep was the ﬁrst to reCOI’d the faCt tha.t thmdNSaugor' was ThUS, it is clear that we can assign the Very mies with the
placed on rupees to help prevent forgery but tbis evas first word Saugor and the date 1819, to this event.
fully published by Prashant Kulkafrind the present information
should be read in combination with his paper.

Maddock reported in June 1899

The Darogah of the mint had frequently complairedt that
the Saugor rupee was imitated by that coined at &ukotah
and that this was done so much from system thatyifstight
alteration was made in the device of the Saugoeeup was
certain to be copied in a few days at the Gurrah Kataint.
The rupee which was coined there, he stated, wasadnfer
value to the Saugor one, and therefore as it wasosim
impossible to distinguish between them, the creditthe




Sohagpur Mint

When the British acquired the new territories in88as well as
Saugor, mints were operating at Sohagpur and Jobblehe
mint at Jubblepur was closed immediately and nasappear to
have been issued whilst the mint was under theimtrob

However, the mint at Sohagpur continued to funcfmma time

and a small number of coins were issued duringtitmis™-

| have the honor to acknowledge receipt of youretettf the
26" December and to subjoin such replies as | am dble
furnish to the queries contained in it.

1% There is at present no mint in the districts undey

Ajmir Mint
There had been a Mughal mint at Ajmir since theetiofi Akbar
and this continued to operate under the Marathas

Several entries in the records refer to the pdgyibodf
opening a mint at Ajmer, initially in 1818 and in 1819 the
Calcutta Mint Committee went so far as to recomntéiatl a mint
should temporarily be established at AjthirAlthough the Bengal
Government agreed with this suggestion, they postipanaking a
final decisior®, and this never appears to have taken place.

The New Mint at Saugor

superintendence. There were formerly two, Viz. one at!n 1819, the Calcutta Mint Committee reviewed thetinfation

Jubbulpoor and the other at Sohagpoor in the Dutkemnor
Southern Valley of the Nerbudda. The mint at Julimrpvas
suppressed immediately after the transfer of ttstridi to the
British Government; that at Sohagpoor was suppresgede
some months ago.

2. The coin which was struck at the Sohagpur mint is
Its gross weight an

denominated the Sohagpoor rupee.
fineness is said to vary, but | could not underdtatme
explanations which | received on this point. Thencid an
exceedingly debased one, and the establishmenteofmint
appears to have been on a most objectionable fgatirevery
respect.

4" & 5™ | subjoin also a statement of the monthly coinatje
the Sohagpur mint during six months of the predéalratta
year
corresponding with the7June 1818. | have not obtained any
account of the coinage of preceding years, butppsse that
this is not of much importance as the mint has lsegpressed.
The coinage has probably been considerably lefisainportion
of the present year during which the mint was inrafien,
than in the corresponding months of some years iquey
owing to the disturbed state of the country befohe t
commencement of the campaign in the hills.

Month Coinage
Shaboon 15,857
Rumzan 12,438

Shawal 4,728
Zeekaad 4,551

Zilhig 8,877

Moohurrun 9,129

10". The Sohagpur rupee is current in the Duchunteet ia
the Western Pergunnahs of that district. It is téncipal
currency and the revenue is at present paid in it.

Prinsep identified coins emanating from Sohagput threse are
currently in the British Museum (shown below withphoto of
Prinsep’s ticket — kindly provided by ShailendraaBtare with
the permission of Joe Cribb)

of account commencing with the first Shaboon,

that had been collected and proposed an overallegly for the
coinage of the territories outside of Beri§al

1% the abolition of the Benaras rupee

2" The limitation of the currency of the Upper Praés to a
ru(Pee of the value of the present Farruckabad rupee

3 The carrying into effect the alteration of therstard of
that rupee as already sanctioned.

4" The discontinuance of the mint at Farruckabad

5" The coinage of the new Farruckabad rupee at theaBen
mint and consequent improvement and extension af th
establishment. Should these arrangements meet \hith t
approbation of Government, we conceive it would hendo
advantageous to give them as early effect as pessb the
difference of standard at present existing and tistant
situation to which bullion is necessarily sent todoéned into
Farruckabad rupees, entail much inconvenience axmgkbese
on the remittance of treasure to the Upper Provinge public
account. Their enforcement is not indispensablynected
with the following propositions, which do not perhagsnit of
so early a decision.

6" The substitution of the new Farruckabad rupee the
currencies of the newly acquired territory

7" and the temporary establishment of a mint in Ajaret one
at Saugor to convert the present currencies inad tmproved
coin.

The Bengal Government approved most of
recommendations and in 1820 confirmed the planuitd la new
mint at Saugdr. At the same time they stipulated that this new
mint should be capable of producing between 20440 25,000
rupees per day and that Captain Presgrave of tfeNegive
Infantry should become the Assay Master on an aim& of 600
rupees per month (in addition to his military paienceforth,
Presgrave was the key driving force in establistaing operating
the new Saugor mint. His first job was to build thecessary
machinery and he was sent to the Calcutta mint tettake this
task. However, the Calcutta Mint Master (Saunders not able
to help very much because he had limited room & Galcutta
mint and all of his mechanics were fully occupiadépairing the
machinery of that mint. Saunders therefore sugdedtet
Presgrave should look for a company in Calcutta wbald
manufacture the machinery at an estimated coseéss than Rs
10,561. Presgrave duly approached Messrs Kyds andamsb
Messrs Calman and Co. for estimates for building rdwiired
machinery®. They both submitted estimates (Kyds for Rs 12,000,
later reduced to Rs 9930, and Calman for Rs 8570)Meskrs
Calman and Co were selected

Having got the machinery under way, Presgrave hexed
his attention to the mint building itself. He cashesied the existing
mint building at Saugor to be totally unfit for thmrpose and
presented his own plans for a new building. Althouge plan
itself is not contained in the records, Presgraveteva very full
description that gives a good idea of what the miotild have
been liké®

References to the plan of the Saugor mint

The chimnies a. a. a. a. of the melting room fuesaare to be
independent of the walls of the rooms, though platdese to
them. They are to be 5 feet square at the bottothtarbe

these



carried up tapering to a height of 32 feet. Thecgzafor the
flues to be one foot square within and of the sarea &om
the bottom to the top. An arched opening one fqoaie to be
left in three sides of each chimney at the distaofcour feet
from the ground, that thereafter three furnaces niay
attached to each chimney.

The chimnies b. b. and bases for the annealingaftes, to
be built as in the plan up to the level of the flobthe rolling
mill rooms, and the two hollow spaces to be filledwith
rubble. On these will afterwards be built the furnec&he
chimnies are from this floor to be carried up taperto the
height of 25 feet, the flues to be one foot squatiein and of
the same area throughout. An arched hole of 1 $gofare to
be left in the side (towards the room) of each cleiynat the
height of 30 inches from the floor. The space ¢ween the
base of the furnaces to be arched over, leavingopen
communication between the capstan rooms below, though
perfectly level with the floors of the laminatingoros above.
The beams to be laid exactly as in the plan offther. No
other distance will answer for the admission of tleetival
wheels or the machinery they are to receive. Ther flo be
boarded with stout planks. The doorways d. d. dhwlatds the
mint yard and outer veranda, to have iron bars dixe them,
that the men who work at the capstan may have a free
circulation of air though, at the same time, thein dave no
thoroughfare into the mint, the entrance to thestap rooms
being by the outer doors e. e. e. e. The door hetdhe only
communication from the laminating rooms (abovejh® mint
by the means of stairs of either wood or masonry.

authorised and further machinery had to be builtSaugor. This
seems to have been undertaken by another compheg dassop
& Co. because they informed the Calcutta Mint Commitite
1821 that the machinery had been ready for some tmd
requested that it should be moved to the fint

The second delay was caused by the length of tino®k to
build the mint building itself.

In view of these delays Presgrave, in 1821, waigasg to
the vacant position of Assay Master at the Farrbdamint® and
he asked if he could take a number of articles anexp for use at
Saugor, with him, by boat, to his new fdbThese items were
listed as:

2 large assay furnaces
50 Europe fire bricks
Assay beam and scales
Glazed box for scales
Two cases for assays
Two iron trays for assays
Anvil, tongs, pokers etc
One new cutting machine
One milling table

Cupel moulds

At last, in 1824 the Collector of Farrukhabad, whasvin charge
of the mint at that time, was ordered to shut thmtnat
Farrukhabad and to let Presgrave chose whatevehingag he
needed to take with him to Saugor

The new mint at Saugor opened in 1825 with theo¥alhg
establishment:

The walls of the (lower or) capstan rooms to be hult9
feet, when the beams (which are one foot thick) arde

placed on the walls. The walls of the laminating reqabove)

to be 12 feet high. No wall or partition to be biietween the

laminating rooms, the whole to be open from one tenthe

other, which will give a space of 62 feet by 30 fhe t

accommodation of the rolling mills, annealing fuces,

cutting presses and shear blocks.
All the spaces towards the veranda and marked aaxitbs

a single line, to be arched over as doorways buy thee
afterwards to be closed up with masonry. The advantdghis

will be that they may be opened at any future pergwuld

circumstances require it, without injury to the lolinlgs. It may
be found advantageous to fill them up with open Workhe

purposes of ventilation.

All the doorways to the interior of the mint and shonot

marked across with a single line should have strdogrways

and doors.

The outer veranda to consist of nicely squaredpuosth a

strong plate of timber on their tops to support thegahs on

which the tiles are to be laid.

The burgahs to be placed so close that a large egtiat

tile (generally 1 foot square) may reach from tleatce of one

to that of the other. Two layers of tiles set in @dine to form

the roof of these verandas, which are to be endlds#tween
the posts with strong wooden lattice or rail workdato be

afterwards divided off with kutchha brick partitioim$o offices

or store rooms as necessity may suggest.

None of the floors to be made of pucka work excepting

those of the two wings in the front of the buildiNgg Mint
Master's and Assay Master’s offices.

Presgrave estimated that the cost of this wouldabeut Rs

25,000, and with some modifications, notably tersgthen the

building, this plan was accepted. The building wesposed to be

Role Cost
Two English Writers 80
General Superintendent 100
Jumma Khurch Nuwers 20
Wassil Bakee Nuwers 2D
Import and Export Bullion Accountant 20
Cash Keeper 50
Mutsuddee 10
Superintendent of Presses P0
Mutsuddee 10
Superintendent of Refiners 20
Mutsuddee 10
Superintendent of Laminating Room and Rollerg 20
Mutsuddee 10
Superintendent of Dross Spillings etc 20
Mutsuddee 10
Superintendent of Milling 2(
Mutsuddee 10
Superintendent of Coins 20
Mutsuddee 10
Superintendent of Artificers and Mistrus 20
Mutsuddee 10
Superintendent of materials such as iron, wqgod, 20
charcoal
Mutsuddee 10
Superintendent of Annealing furnaces 20
Mutsuddee 10
Besides the above a due proportion of carpenters, 130
blacksmiths, bhustees and lascars estimated at
Foreman
Assistant foreman 50
750

sighted at

‘a spot near where the old and new sheer Mow roads aash
other, about a mile to the south of Mr Maddock'si$ef*

Things started to become a little more difficulteafthis. First of
all, the Banares mint found that it desperately mdediew
laminating machines and asked if they could appaterthe
machinery that had just been built for the Saugmt.nThis was

The coins produced were Farrukhabad rupees that bman
distinguished from those produced at the other sn{Banares,
Farrukhabad and Calcutta) by the absence of priviksnésee
Pridmore).

Originally Presgrave had been appointed to thetiposbf
Assay Master at the Saugor mint, and the AgenhéoGovernor
General was to be the Mint Master. However, wheesgnave



eventually arrived he found himself both Mint Masted Assay
Master mainly because no one else knew anythingitatiee
operation of the miRt.

In 1826 the production of copper pice at the Saugiot was
approved.

The first copper coins may have been the rathedecrtigk
Pai Sikka coins first described by Kulkarffi, although these may
have been struck in the old Saugor mint.

The coins have on the obverse a Persian inscri@amah
julus 45 Shah Alam Badshahith a trisul in theseenof julus. On
the reverse is the legeritk Pai Sa (or Sata) Masg This coin
weighs seven Mashes).

Later copper pice were struck with much greatell ¢&ee
below). An entry in the records dated 1833 gives dltput of
copper from the various Bengal Presidency mintsjuding
Saugof®

Number of Pice Produced in Rupee Value

Calcutta Banares Saugor

1813 to 587,785
1825,6

1815 to 1820 593,657

1820 to 1823 253,320

1823 to 1826 89,000
1826/27 74,161
1827/28 214,267 6898
1828/29 105,197 78,33p
1829/30 170,200 85,399 82,700
1830/31 402,114 40,828
1831/32 567,414 73,207
1832/33 268,974 79,75p

Closure of the Saugor Mint

In 1828 the Bengal Government issued a resolutiat the
Saugor mint should be abolisli&d

Resolved the mint of Saugor be abolished and that t
establishment attached to it be discharged.

Ordered that the Agent to the Governor General fie t
Saugor and Nerbudda territories be directed to retnitthe
Benaras mint any bullion or uncurrent coin which magy in
balance in the Saugor mint, and to send to Benaua$ part of
the machinery as, on communication with the Mint télaat
that place, it may appear to be useful to transfer.

Mr Maddock will at the same time be instructed tpore in
what manner it may appear to him expedient to dispdsthe
buildings and such part of the machinery and stdrelonging
to the Saugor mint as cannot be advantageouslysteared to
Benares.

Ordered also that the above resolution be commuedtzo
the accountant General that he may submit to Gawent any
observations or suggestions relative to the busines the
treasuries in the Saugor and Nerbudda territorieschtit may
appear necessary or useful to submit with referetucehe
abolition of the mint.

But this closure was postponed soon afterwards

An interesting problem arose a little later in 182®&en
Presgrave was promoted to the rank of Major. Iteapp that the
regulations did not allow anyone above the rankagtain to be

employed in the mint, but since nobody else cowddfdund to
replace Presgrave and since the mint was on th& pbibeing
closed, the Governor General passed a speciautesoto allow
him to continue in the joB The authorities then became worried
about what would happen if he was promoted fufther

...With respect to the prospect of Major Presgraypetamotion
to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, the Vice Prestde Council
deems it unnecessary to anticipate what may berdated on
that occasion.

In 1830 the Mint Committee again agreed that thet wiuld be
closed and at the same time the output of the rooth on behalf
of Government and on behalf of individuals, wasljshied**.

Statement of Coinage (and Charges) from 1825/2@829/30 of
the Saugor Mint

Year Honble IndI's Coinage
Company’s
Coinage
1825/26 114,089 11,450
1826/27 438,419 41,477
1827/28 72,403 750,959
1828/29 13,966 535,538
1829/30 102,097 575,679
740,974 1,921,103

This was followed in 1831 by an instruction to #hgent to the

Governor General in the Saugor and Nerbudda Teg#do close
the minf® but again this was overturned and it was agreatithte

mint should stay open untifMay 18335, In fact the mint stayed
open until later in 1835, by which time the newastepowered
mint at Calcutta had come into full operation. Thechinery was
disposed of in early 1836 and the dies were defacetisent to
Calcuttd®®.

Impact of Nagpur rupee

The activities and problems of the Nagpur mint hdeen
investigated in some detail by Kulkathiand entries in the
records of the EIC held in the British Library alsefer to the
problems that the authorities were having withpber quality of
the rupees produced at Nagpur. This was all theeraonoying
for them because the Nagpur mint was under theraoof the
British Resident (and this begs the question of wdretir not
Nagpur should be considered a transitional mirke IDehli).
Kulkarni published papers revealing that one prepgasolution to
the problem was to strike Nagpur rupees at the &augnt,
although the authors of the papers were unsurehehet not this
had actually been carried into effect. Entrieshia tecords of the
British Library reveal that, in 1826, the mint atu§ar was
instructed to coin 14 anna pieces, which would &xua the
Nagpur rupees, but by 1832 this order had not hmeéninto
effect®. The Calcutta authorities did not agree with trewthat
this should now happen (in 1832) and informed Saulat the
original order should continue to be susperde8o it would
appear that Nagpur rupees (or their equivalentsie weever
minted at Saugor and that the authorities reliedheir ability to
produce sufficient Farrukhabad rupees to driveNhgpur rupees
out of circulation. Eventually the problem was sulby closing
the Nagpur mint, but not until 1854, and even tttem Nagpur
rupees proved so popular that they commanded aiyremver
other types of rupees, leading to a substantidilpro of forger§}°

Coins Produced at the new mint

Pridmore has catalogued the coins produced at ¢he $augor
mint.

Silver

The only silver coin that was recorded by Pridmees the rupee
denomination. However, in 1831, Presgrave requebtadfurther
dies should be sent from Calcutta for ‘rupees, touras and eight



anna pieces’, a requested that he repeated latee ipeat’. This
appears to show that half and quarter rupees weueksat
Saugor, although none have been identified.

Copper

The earliest copper coins issued from the new wjiptear to be
the rather crude type described above althoughethesy have
been issued from the old mint. Later issues grdgiraproved in
quality until the last issues, which are of sucfhhguality that
Pridmore considers that the dies must have beedupea at
Calcutta. However, this seems unlikely because tlaécufta
authorities did not appear to know very much atf®atigor pice
when they wrote to Presgrave asking him to iderdify Saugor
pice amongst 6 that they s&nte replied in May 183%:

| have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yetter of
239 April and for the information of the Mint Committée
inform you that of the five specimens of pice omlg (No. 4) is
of the coinage of the Saugor Mint. The remaining, dinree of
the Benares Mint and one a forgery upon the Bencoésage.

Grains
No.1 95.25 37 sun
No.2 94.7 37 sun
No.3 95.5 37 sun
No.5 96.4 37 sun
No.6 98.6 Sun 45, A Saugor Pice

The above pice | have returned with this letter
| have enclosed three specimens of the copper geiraf
Saugor Viz

No.6 First Coinage. From 1826 to April 1833 bearinms
45 and the Tirsoolee on both sides of the coin

No.7 Coinage of 7 months in 1833 bearing 45 sun. On
these the tirsoolee is only on one side of the pice

No.8 The last coinage. 200 maunds of copper saredion

by Government after

discontinued

the coinage had been

The pice bear no private mark but are known andilyeas
recognized by their general appearance. All Saygioe bear
the sun 45. The same is borne by the Farrukhabaateas,
whilst all the pice coined at Benares and, | beljgmeCalcutta
too, bear sun 37.

It may not be out of place here to state that atregtensive
and barefacedly open manufacture of almost all &ioficopper
pice has been carried on for the last 20 years aramat
Nagoud, a town in the Rewah country, also in variotiemn
villages in that neighbourhood and in Boondilkhund.

In consequence of the appearance of base picedatefor
circulation as Saugor Mint pice, | was not unsuctidsin
discovering four shops (at Nagoud) and several asinsome
of whose dies were seized.

The profession of the proprietors of these shopt® isoin
‘Bissennaut’ pice’, that is Rewah pice which they did
authority of the Raja. However, under this blind ythieave
carried on for years a far more lucrative manufaetuthat of
forging all kinds of pice. This manufacture is fiotited to the

town and neighbourhood of Nagoud, although the term

Nagoudia is applied to all spurious coins whetherdgdilver

or copper in this part of India. The name arisesnfrthe fame
of the particular place for the manufacture of basén.

So long as the petty Rajahs of the surroundingestaire
permitted to have mints and strike their
encouragement will be afforded to the fabrication kafse
money.

The system, amongst the petty Rajahs, is to haemeonsed
piece of ground containing houses for the accomodabf
coiners. Within this enclosure, any, and as mamgpte who
will pay two rupees a month for every anvil they empmay
live and work at making pice for any merchant who ridyg
copper and pay them for their labour, an understagd
existing between the Rajah (who does not troubledifrabout
what is coined) and the coiners, that if any of thier are
traced out as forgers and application is made foem by the
British authorities, the Rajah will not protect bdéliver them
up. At the same time he will himself offer them mdegtation
or hinderance, they, with their risk before thenking their
own precautionary measures to avoid detection angters. In
this way they coin for merchants the Rajah’s picentyand in
the day, whilst the fabrication of pice requiringceimspection
is carried on away from public observation and dgrithe
night.

| beg to enclose specimens of some of the forgérghave
been practiced upon the Benares and Saugor mint

From the information contained above, Pridmore tified three
varieties of pice, which can be distinguished by sgmbol in the
seenof julus on the obverse:
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