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INTRODUCTION 

The former native state of Bhartprir lay in the north-east corner of 
Rajputana, adjoining the states of Alwar and Jaipur on the west and the 
territory of the North-west Provinces on the east. Its total area was 
1,993 square miles and the population amounted to about half a million. 
In the days of British rule the state came under the jurisdiction of the 
Eastern Rajputana States Agency. 

The ruler of Bhartpur from 1853 to 1893 was Maharaja Jaswant Singh 
whose full title was His Highness M^aharaja Sri Brajindra Sawai Brijandra 
Singh Bahadur Jang, 

There were two mints in the state. One was at the capital Bhartpur, 
also known as Braj Indrapur and the other at Dig, also known as Mah Indrapur, 
a town about 20 miles north of Bhartpur. These mints are said to have been 
established by Maharaja Siraj Kel in 1763 some years after the state had 
been founded. Both mints issued coins in the name of the reigning Mughal 
emperor until 1857. The output must have been fairly substantial as early 
19'th century specimens are not difficult to come by. The purpose of this 
paper, however, is to deal in detail with the post 1857 coinage of 
Bhartpur. The gold mohurs and silver r̂ ipees, struck first in 1858, were 
the only hand minted joins of any Indian State to bear a portrait of ̂ ueen 
Victoria, Although they a^re well known pieces, they have never been 
correctly described or prowerly published, 

DESCRIPTICN OP THE COINS 

The coins which have so far been recorded can be divided into 2 types 
by the presence or absence of the name Queen Victoria on the obverse. 

Type 1 Silver rupee. Weight 170 grains 

Obv. Head of Queen Mjc tori a to left. 
Inscription (iblockwise from 5 o'clock). 

é{jCLo * 0 ^ ^ «Sl^ cjl*-^ Janab Malikah Muazzamah Malikah 

o J a j O U f Liftio^ CT^ 'v^ Queen Victoria Parman Rawli 

<:MJJ ydJo ) ^ y^^ Hind wa Ingland Sanah (l858) 

N.B. On some specimens Queen 
is spelt v>ï. 3 ^ 


