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Annual General Meeting S June 1999

The annual general meeting next year will be on 5 June at the
Cumberland Coin Fair at the Cumberland Hotel in London.
Frances and Howard Simmons are once again making a room
available to the ONS. Further information including speakers will
be in the next newsletter.

The Society’s constitution provides that, at the annual general
meeting in 1999 and at every third annual general meeting
thereafter, all officers and other members of the Society’s council
(with the exception of the regional secretaries) are to stand for
election or re-election. The officers are Secretary General, Deputy
Secretary General, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Secretary,
Membership Secretary, Publications Secretary and not more than
three other members of the Society. The members of the
provisional council are Nick Rhodes, Secretary General; Stan
Goron, Deputy Secretary General and Newsletter Editor; David
Priestley, Treasurer; Peter Smith, Secretary; Joe Cribb,
Publications Secretary; Paul Withers (with the assistance of Bente
Withers) Membership Secretary; other members Tony Holmes,
Venetia Porter, and Howard Simmons.

The members of the provisional council will stand for re-
election at the annual general meeting. Any other candidates for
election must be nominated in writing, supported by two other
members and sent to Peter Smith at 9 Grandison Road London
SWI11 6LS in time for inclusion in the agenda and notice of
meeting which is expected to be sent out with the Spring 1999
newsletter.

From the Editor
Unfortunately, Steve Album’s supplement on The anonymous
coinage of the Barakzays and their rivals in Afghanistan: a
reappraisal was not in the event finished in time for publication of
Newsletter 157. Our apologies for any confusion caused on that
account; it is hoped that it will be finished in time for the spring
newsletter.

With this issue we are publishing a supplement by Dick Nauta
entitled Early 17th century Ottoman North Africa: some notes on
its monetary situation.

Cologne

Seventeen members of the India collector group met in Cologne at
the Romisch-Germanisch Museum on Saturday 1 November 1998.
As a follow-up to the talks he had given on Dungarpur in previous
years, Mr Bartonitschek reported on the “success” he had had in
getting at least one coin for the display. He had been offered loads
of forgeries of the one paisa coin, examples of which he presented
to the those present together with a genuine piece. This led to a
discussion on contemporary forgeries, forgeries made to deceive
collectors and emergency money. Mr Lingen pointed out that in the
Second World War there was a shortage of small change and that,
for example, in Dungarpur between 1942 and 1944 small
denomination coins were struck to emergency money. Pfarrer

Linse told about similar measures taken in India during the First
World War, until in the end the paper was more expensive than the
value it bore. It was pointed out that an increasing number of
forgeries are being made in India to deceive collectors and that
international forgers are active in Lebanon.

Messrs Bartonitschek and Lingen then gave a talk on the
coinage of Bijapur, with the former speaking about the geography
and history and the latter showing slides of the coins of the sultans
and the Mughals, including larins.

Dr Pieper presented the book that he and Osmund
Bopearachchi had written and which had-just been published on
ancient Indian coins and which covered some 1000 coins from his
collection.

After lunch, Herr Rhode gave a talk on Mughal coins,
including coins that had been wrongly attributed and some that still
gave problems for identification.

The meeting ended with a talk on the iconography on the coins
of Nepal. This was based on an earlier talk by Herr Ganske given
in 1983, which was augmented by the description of a mohar of
Jaya Mahindra, the whole thing being put together by Mr
Bartonitschek and with the reproduction of the eight Buddhist
symbols of good luck from a scroll.

The participants are very grateful to the Museum for making
the facilities available and look forward to the next meeting at the
same venue on 6 November 1999 from 09.30. NG

Jena

The regional meeting of the ONS, which, in previous years, has
taken place in Tiibingen, will be held next time in Jena on 17 to 18
April 1999. Members of the ONS and others interested in oriental
numismatics are invited to attend and contribute papers. For further
information please contact: S. Heidemann, Institut fiir Sprachen
und Kulturen des Vorderen Orients, Orientalisches Miinzkabinett,
Loebdergraben 24a, D-07743 Jena, Germany. Tel: ++49 3641
944850; e-mail: x7hest@dagobert.rz.uni-jena.de.

Leiden

The annual ONS-meeting in the Netherlands took place in Leiden
on 17 October 1998. The meeting was very well attended with over
30 members present and a member from as far away as Moscow
made it to the meeting. After a welcome with coffee in the library
of the Royal Coin Cabinet Dr. J. J. Witkam of the Leiden
University Library gave a brief explanation of a display of Chinese
Hell-money. This display was specially arranged, in co-operation
with the Royal Coin Cabinet, by Dr. J. J. Witkam for this ONS-
meeting, a gesture which was very much appreciated by the
audience. The lectures were held next door in the auditorium of the
Museum of Antiquities. Mr. R. Dauwe addressed a question about
the coins of Roman Egypt, namely whether they were Greek,
Roman or Oriental. With a number of slides of the various Roman
provincial coins of Egypt he suggested that with the depiction on
these coins of local gods and goddesses they are similar to the series
of Indo-Bactrian or Indo-Greek coins and would be better regarded




as an indigenous oriental series rather than a Roman provincial
series. This talk met with much interest.

Paul Murphy, just prior to his departure for India and his visit
to the Indian Institute of Research in Numismatic Studies (IIRNS),
gave a review of his progress on the ONS-IIRNS CD-ROM
project. For the aims of this project see NL 154, p.6.

After the lunch-break, Frank Hendriks presented an Urtukid
coin which, to his knowledge, was unpublished so far. Furthermore
Drs. P. A. van’t Haaff (1468) informed the audience that on many
drachms of the Western Satraps he had observed many small
bankers-marks on the face of the ruler’s portrait. He requested
anybody with such coins in his or her collection and showing these
tiny bankers-marks to inform him about it. The scientific part of
the day was concluded by Tjong Ding Yih who reported on a
number of suspicious Chinese and Central Asian coins. The present
techniques for counterfeiting are quite advanced and collectors
need to be extremely careful, particularly while obtaining coins
directly from the Far-East. Many forgeries in this series have come
in the past decennia from this area.

The customary auction of oriental coins was a great success
with about Dfl. 1375 accruing to ONS funds, thanks to the
generosity of Spink & Son of London who had donated a
substantial number of coins for the auction.

The meeting was concluded with a dinner in a pleasant oriental
atmosphere at an Indonesian restaurant. Our thanks were
particularly due to the Royal Coin Cabinet and the Museum for
Antiquities who gave all their support and allowed the meeting to
take place on their premises free of charge.

Please note in your diary that the annual meeting in Leiden for
1999 is again scheduled for the 3rd Saturday in October (= 16
October 1999) Jan Lingen.

London

There will be an ONS meeting at the British Museum Coin and
Medal Department on Saturday 13 March 1999, commencing 11
am. Additional details are not yet available but may be obtained in
due course from Joe Cribb at the Museum (tel: 0171323 8585).

Joe will be giving a number of gallery talks in the near future:
on 16 January and 5 February at 11.30 1999 in the Oriental Gallery
in connection with the special exhibition on the Raffles collection
entitled The Golden Sword; and in the Money Gallery on 1
February 1999 at 11.30 on Raffles and Marsden, and coinage in
South East Asia. Please note that there will be an entrance charge
to the Raffles exhibition.

Members News

is working on a book and catalogue on the history and
numimatics of the Dabiyid Ispahbads of Tabaristan and the early
‘Abbasid governors of that province. He is now concentrating on
the conventional Islamic coins with mint name Tabaristan and
Amul. He would like to hear from any member who has any fals
issued from either of those mints in the period prior to 204 AH. He
can be contacted at the following address: He has already
identified the following issues:

1% 102 AH - Tabaristan dirham without governor’s name

2 146 AH - Tabaristan dirham without governor’s name
3 147 AH - Tabaristan dirham; Rawh (ibn Hatim)
4. 148 AH - Tabaristan dirham; Rawh (ibn Hatim)
S. 148 AH - Sariya fals; Rawh (ibn Hatim)

6 150 AH - Tabaristan fals; Khalid ibn Muhammad
7 155 AH - Tabaristan fals; ‘Umar ibn al-‘Ala

8. 157 AH - Tabaristan fals; *‘Umar ibn al-‘Ala

9. 160 AH - Tabaristan fals; Sa‘id ibn Da‘laj

10. 162 AH - Tabaristan fals; ‘Umar ibn al-*Ala

11. 164 AH - Tabaristan fals; Masa (al-Hadi)

12. 168 AH - Amul fals; no governor’s name

13. 174 AH - Tabaristan fals; Muhammad (al-Amin)
14. 175 AH - Tabaristan dirham; ‘Abdullah

15. 186 AH - Amul fals; al-Fadl

16. 190 AH - Tabaristan dirham; no governor’s name
17. 190 AH - Tabaristan fals: no governor’s name
18. 191 AH - Tabaristan dirham; no governor’s name

19.
20.
21.
22.

192 AH - Tabaristan dirham; no governor’s name
193 AH - Tabaristan dirham; no governor’s name
194 AH - Tabaristan dirham; no governor’s name
194 AH - Tabaristan dirham; al-Fadl
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