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Coinage of Eastern Turfcestan 

Or T D Ï i h (Dr. Kanters laan 298, 5361 NM Grave, The Netherlands) would l i k e to know 
whether any member has coins of the l a te r Chagatids and Khojas in Eastern Turkestan. To 
help i den t i fy any such c o i n s , Dr Yih has provided the following h i s t o r i c a l sketch and 
genealogical t a b l e : -

After the death of Kebek in 1326 the Chagatid t e r r i t o r y was divided in to a western par t 
(Mawarannahr) and an eastern par t (Moghulistan) including the Kashgar region. 

Tugluq-Timur (tl363), grandson of Tuwa became ruler of eastern Turkestan in 1348 with the 
help of amir Puladchi (t l360), the ruler of the Kashgar-Kucha region. (This amir is 
reported to have issued coins at Almaliq (B2 163) ). Tugluq-Timur made Aksu and la ter 
Kashgar his residence (H 146). The Chagatid l ine was maintained at l eas t nominally un t i l 
Ismail Khan (1670-85), the l a s t Chagatid ruler of Kashgar, was driven from Kashgar in 167 
)r\xi i r h n - l a U i H a i r a4-4- i i 1 1 aV« /& n n a / - . — I T K n - i a l A T Q — Q'^X t.i i *-Vi 4 > K A U A 1 r ^ nf 1 .U» V a l m n U r ^ lau 1 C \ m k̂  >̂  
lamaii hnan UD'U-03J, cne xasc (.nagatia ruier or Kasngar, was ariven irom Kasnga 
by Khoja Hidayattullah (Appaq-Khoja, 1678-93), with the help of the Kalmuks (BH 1 
Khoja family maintained power in the various cities of eastern Turkestan until th 
conquest by the Chinese in 1758. 

ihga 

5). 
the 

78 
The 
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Genealogy of Chagatid rulers in eastern Turkestan (Moghulistan) 

Tughluq-Timur (1348-63) 

Khizir-Khoja (1389-1408) 
I 

Shamci-Jahan (1399-1408)* 
I 

Muhammad Khan (1408-16) 
I 

Naqshi Jahan (1416-18) 
I 

Vays Khan (1418-24) 

*much contradictory data 
exists 

Yunus Khan (1462-87) 
1472 conquest 
of Aksu & Turfan 

Abu Bakr (1485-1514) 
independent ruler of 
Kashgar (H 148) 

said Khan (1533) 
1514 conquest of Kashgar 

and Yarkand 
I 

Abd-ul-Rashid (1533-70) 

Abd-ul Latif (tl579) 

Mahdum Khan 

Esen Buqa (1434-62) 
I 

Dost Muhammad 
ruler of Aksu (M 149) 

1 
Kebek Sultan (T1472) 
ruler of Turfan 

Mansur (1503-45) 
ruler of Aksu, Turfan 
and 2arashahr 

Ismail Khan (1670-78) 
ruler of Kashgar 

Muhammad Amm 
ruler of uch-Turfan 

Jehan (tl758) 
ruler of Yarkand 

Khoia family 

Appaq Khoja (tl694) 

Khoja Danil, 1720 appointed ruler by Kalmuk Khan 
L , 1 

Yusuf '(tl756) 
ruler of Kashgar 

(BH 17) 

Ayub 
ruler of Aksu 

Abdullah 
ruler of Khotan 

aew Publications 

Volume V of the Jou rna l of the Academy of Indian Numismatics and S ig i l l og raphy is now 
a v a i l a b l e (as are prev ious volumes) from Dr S K Bhat t , 115 Kailash Park, Manorama Ganj, 
Indore 452001, Ind ia . Volume V con ta ins 17 a r t i c l e s in a l l covering Indo-Greek, 
Satavahana and other ancient se r ies ; coinage in 16th/17th century Portuguese India; Malwa 
and Moghal coinage; coins of Dhar Sta te . Members interested in the copper coinage of the 
Princely Sta tes wi l l find a number of w e l l - i l l u s t r a t e d a r t i c l e s in these volumes on Dhar, 
Ratlam and Jhabua copper coins, many of which have not been published anywhere e lse . 

ONS member Ranko Mandic has r ecen t ly produced a "Catalogue of Coins 1868-1984: Serb ia -
Montenegro-Occupation Issues - Yugoslavia". This 112 page book, wri t ten in Serbo-Croat, 
includes rare pa t t e rns , and valuations are given in three grades. Further information is 
a v a i l a b l e from the p u b l i s h e r s , Jugos lav ika Moderna, Belgrade, or from the author 
(Valentma - Fla t 96, 5 N. Gamadia Road, Bombay 400026, India. 
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BOOK review 

P L Gupta S T R Hardaker, Ancient Indian Silver Punchmarked Coins of the Magadha-Maurya 
Karshapana S e r i e s , 112 pp p lus 8 p l a t e s : inc luding l i s t i n g of over 600 coin types and 
t h e i r symbols, a l l c l e a r l y r ep resen ted by accura te drawings, l a id out in t a b l e form. 
Thread sewn binding with laminated card cover. Publ ished by the Indian I n s t i t u t e of 
Research in Numismatic Studies, P.O. Anjaneri, Dist . Nasik - 422 213, Maharashtra, India, 
as Monograph No. 1. Pr ice £12, US5 15, Rs.150. 

The monograph ca ta logues the ex t ens ive s e r i e s of s i l v e r punchmarked coins bear ing five 
obverse marks which c i r c u l a t e d m Ancient I nd i a . Almost 500 d i f f e r e n t punchmarks are 
l i s t ed , and tables show how these marks were associated to produce more than 600 different 
coin types known to the a u t h o r s . The coin types and ind iv idua l marks are b e a u t i f u l l y 
i l l u s t r a t e d in a ser ies of tables which are well cross-referenced. Advice is given on how 
to i den t i fy the coins using the t a b l e s , and an ample s e l e c t i o n of the coins are 
i l l u s t r a t e d in the 8 e x c e l l e n t p l a t e s a t the r ea r . The book w i l l undoubtedly form the 
cornerstone of future research into the s e r i e s , and wi l l be a valuable tool in the hands 
of the numismatist and archaeologist . 

The au thors a l so p resen t a summary of t h e i r views on the i s s u e r s of the coinage, i t s 
chronology, and the in terpre ta t ion of the symbols. The coins are divided into 7 c lasses , 
ch i e f ly on cons ide ra t i on of t h e i r f a b r i c and s t y l e , each of which fol lows on, more or 
l ess , from the previous. The e a r l i e s t coins, of period I , are a t t r ibuted to the s t a t e of 
Hagadha during the 5th century BC; the more abundant coins of la ter c lasses chronicle the 
r i se of the Nagadhan s ta te under the Nandas and Mauryas into an empire encompassing the 
whole of N. India. The period of debasement which terminates the ser ies is placed in the 
f i r s t half of the 2nd century BC, under the l a t e Mauryas or Sungas. This chronology i s 
plausibly argued on the basis of the few h i s t o r i c a l records avai lable , and the evidence of 
the coins themselves . The au thors offer i t only as a hypo thes i s , and indeed i t has been 
c r i t i c i s e d recently by Cribb (JNSI 1983) who suggests a la te r commencement date for the 
se r i es . At present neither viewpoint can be conclusively accepted or rejected. 

A TYPICAL MAGADHAN COIN 

1st symbol 2nd symbol 3rd symbol 4th symbol 5th symbol 

sun six-armed 
symbol 

(^ ^^ mn 
dog on 
hill 

bull elephant 

With regard to the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the symbols, the au thors at tempt to in t roduce the 
idea of f ive sepa ra t e func t ions denoted by the f ive obverse punchmarks. This f ive 
funct ion hypothes is is defended by a demonst ra t ion t h a t i t i s poss ib le to ar range the 
symbols so t h a t , by and l a r g e , p a r t i c u l a r marks only ever appear in one ' p o s i t i o n ' or 
funct ion , al though a few excep t ions to t h i s ru le are cons iaered . The ' f i r s t ' mark is 
almost i n v a r i a b l y the sun symbol, taken to imply something l i k e ' t he permanence of the 
Hagadhan empire'. The function of the 'second' mark, almost invariably a variety of the 
6-arm symbol, i s not interpreted, but arguments against i t being the mark of the emperor, 
or any other personal badge of office are advanced. i t wi l l be recalled that during the 
'70s Mitchinec suggested that the v a r i e t i e s of the 6-arm symbol represented mint marks: 
t h i s view IS a l so r e j ec t ed . The arrangement of the co ins a r r ived a t by Mi tchmer was 
greatly influenced by th is mint mark hypothesis, to the extent that i t i s very d i f f i c u l t 
to use his tab les to consider any other in te rpre ta t ion of the symbols. This d i f f i cu l ty is 
avoided by the Gupta-Hardaker text and is a further reason to recommend th i s work as the 
basic text on the se r i es . 

The ' t h i r d ' and ' fou r th ' marks are suggested by the au thors to be perhaps the s i g n a t u r e s 
of government or mint o f f i c i a l s , on the b a s i s of the number of them which appear , and 
their normal l i f e expectancy. The ' f i f th ' mark or function includes the grea tes t variety 
of symbols, but a l so includes a number of symbols which seem to recur again and again , 
throughout the s e r i e s ; such symbols as the e l ephan t , or the ' s co rp ion ' . I t i s 
ten ta t ive ly suggested that these f i f th marks may represent some kind of mint mark. 

I wish to take th i s opportunity to examine the authors' in terpre ta t ion of the ' f i f th ' mark 
more closely, and to advance what I think is a more p laus ib le in terpre ta t ion . The authors 
suggest (p.18) "The meaning of the f i f t h mark ev iden t ly r e l a t e s to some phenomenon.... 
equal ly expressed by marks of g r ea t c o n t i n u i t y as wel l as extreme b rev i ty of l i f e s p a n . 
This would seem to narrow the f ie ld to some kind of mint mark or metal l ic guarantee." I 
do not understand what i s meant by the term ' m e t a l l i c guarantee ' in t h i s e x t r a c t . The 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the mark ind ica ted the mine or b u l l i o n source from which the s i l v e r 
der ived i s ru led out by the au thors (p.15). Equally the suggest ion t ha t the f i f t h mark 
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i nd ica t ed the mint, a t l e a s t in any s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d sense, i s un l ike ly . F i r s t l y i t 
r e q u i r e s us to assume a g r e a t number of mints opera t ing even during per iod I , when the 
empire was at i t s most l imited extent, and secondly we have to postulate a large number of 
mints which opened merely to s t r i k e a s i n g l e coin type. Even if these d i f f i c u l t i e s are 
overcome, the t e x t i t s e l f p rovides a fu r ther more damning ob jec t ion . On page 5 an 
argument i s developed sugges t ing t h a t the coins of s e r i e s I are s t ruck in the Magadhan 
homeland, whilst the coins of se r ies I I were struck in a separate new province "area A". 
As the marks which appear in the 5th posi t ion in coins of ser ies II are a l l found also in 
the f i f th posit ion in se r i e s I , supposedly a d i f ferent province, th is i s incompatible with 
the f i f th mark being a mint mark at a l l , on the authors ' own evidence. 

I suggest that the most p lausible in te rpre ta t ion of the fifth mark is a chronological one. 
Assume tha t the f i f t h mark was changed annual ly , or poss ib ly a f t e r some other regular 
per iod of t ime. This might i n d i c a t e a new regnal year , or e ra , of the emperor, but is 
more l ikely to signal a further term of office of a government or mint o f f i c i a l . Suppose 
t h a t in p r i n c i p l e the s e l e c t i o n of a new mark to ind ica te the new term of of f ice was 
a rb i t r a ry , but that in prac t ice cer ta in marks became t rad i t iona l ly associated with certain 
terms. The pat tern of f i f th marks generated by these assumptions would closely ressemble 
that actual ly found on the coins. For instance the elephant mark (mark 1) might indicate 
the f i r s t term of o f f i c e , the ' s co rp ion ' (marks 3 and 32) the second, the ' b u l l ' s eye and 
t a u r i n e s ' (mark 2) the t h i r d , and so on. Many f i f t h symbols occur only once in the 
s e r i e s , but t h i s can be accommodated by the hypo thes i s . Symbols r ep re sen t ing say the 
10th, 11th or 12th per iod of o f f i ce would be requi red only occas iona l ly by long-serving 
o f f i c e r s , and so the t r a d i t i o n for s e l e c t i n g them would not become well e s t a b l i s h e d . 
Further, after a long period in off ice, vanity might prompt an o f f ic ia l to personalise his 
term of office marks. 

Gupta and Hardaker suggest t h a t "one of the most puzzl ing aspec t s of the f i f t h mark is 
t h a t only th ree are used in s e r i e s I I , a l l t h ree being long- l i fe types" . This puzzle i s 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y solved by the p r e s e n t hypothes i s - new o f f i c i a l s were appointed to 
oversee the production of se r i e s I I , a scarce se r i e s of coins whose issue was terminated 
during their third term of off ice . 

One possible objection to t h i s terra-of-office thes i s springs to mind; cer ta in coin types, 
such as 416 and 574, are very common, and i t might be thought d i f f i c u l t to f i t t he i r 
product ion in to a l i m i t e d per iod . I t should be rememberea however t h a t in other coin 
s e r i e s per iods of very high mint a c t i v i t y , even r e s t r i c t e d to one year , are not at a l l 
uncommon. Also during the per iod of product ion of type 574 a phase of debasement is 
c l e a r l y under way. During a phase of debasement a u t h o r i t i e s have an obvious motive to 
p re se rve t h e i r coin types , as seen in many other s e r i e s (for an extended d iscuss ion of 
th i s phenomenon in medieval Europe see Bisson, 'The Conservation of Coinage', 1979). 

The coins of say c l a s s I I I X A form an e x c e l l e n t paradigm for the terms-of-off ice 
hypothes is r ep re sen t ing how the ' r h i n o c e r o s ' and ' f i s h in tank' o f f i c i a l s produced a 
success ion of r e l a t e d coins over a per iod of time involving at l e a s t 8 terms of o f f i ce . 
In order to i l l u s t r a t e t h i s suggestion more c lea r ly , I include a f i r s t stab at identifying 
the marks a s soc i a t ed with (but not exc lu s ive ly represent ing) the s e r i e s of terms of 
office. In constructing t h i s I have taken into account the frequency of occurence of the 
symbols, and in some cases thei r tendency to connote a par t icular number. 

Some F i f t h Marks Possibly Associated with (but not exclusively representing) Terms of Off ice or Regnal Years 

1st term 2nd term 3rd term 4th term 5th term 

6th term 

/W 
or 

• • • • • 

• • * • • 

w wow 
or 

7th term 

® " $ 
8th term 

^ 

or 

9th term 

J 
The Magadhan/Mauryan punchmarked karshapanas are an important s e r i e s of co ins , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g the e a r l i e s t success fu l a t t empt by any bureaucra t i c empire to se t up an 
integrated coinage system. As such they have been badly neglected by numismatists in the 
past ; even in such a recent au thor i t a t ive work as 'Coins', edited by M J Price, published 
m a s s o c i a t i o n with the B r i t i s h Museum P u b l i c a t i o n s Ltd. (1980), the t rea tment of the 
ser ies i s woefully inadequate. The authors are therefore even more to be congratulated 
for their important work on the s e r i e s , and I recommend anyone at a l l in terested in these 
coins to buy a copy. 

Robert Tye 
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