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Members news

Mr. Michael Broome would be interested in hearing details of Qajar gold tomans struck at Meshad mint
dated from AH 1260 to 1280. The next Occasional Paper will be by David Sellwood on ‘Early Sassanian
coinage and its background’. Dr. Henri Arroyo notes a further specimen of the ?Sambak coinage (cfr. N/L
62 - 64). From his photograph it appears identical with Mr. Wiggins’ coin illustrated in N/L 64 with the
exception that the bottom line of the ‘western’ inscription reads ‘“CHO’’ on the Wiggins coin and ‘“~HO’’ on
the Arroyo coin (a horizontal bar in place of a letter C).

Remember the Rotterdam ONS meeting on Saturday May 10th. (Ethnological Museum). Another London
meeting will be arranged for the Autumn, details to be announced later.
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Hennequin, G. and Abu - | - Faraj, Al *Ush, Les monnaies de Balis, Institut Francais de Damas, Damascus
1978, pp. xi+ 113, pl. 11.

Mitchiner, Michael, Oriental Coins and their Values: III: Non-Islamic States and Western Colonies, AD 600 -
1979: pp. 640,. over 4,750 coins catalogued in their historical context, valued and all illustrated. This
is now available from B. A. Seaby Ltd., 11 Margaret Street, London, case bound, price £38. It
completes the three - volume survey of Oriental Numismatics.
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A mysterious mint of the Nawabs of Arcot by K. W. Wiggins

A recently examined lot of Indian copper coins contained 28 pieces of distinctive fabric and style which were
recognised as paisa of the Nawabs of Arcot. The majority were crudely struck and well worn, thereby meriting
no great attention. However, a closer examination of this group revealed the interesting fact that they bore a
mint name which is not one of the known minting places in the Carnatic.

The following composite drawing was made by using most of the specimens in the group : —

Average weight: 181 grains (11.72 gm) o 3 )
Average diameter: 18 mm. ),lf&" (DLZ;M
s -BE, =@l
Qbv. Sikka zad bar haft kashur (seeah) “sz yi (o >)L5'E_),Q_A)J"
faizal ilah hami (din) (Muhammad)  ogp#* .. M2 o - &lli>
Shah Alam (Badshah) bihegira ... s Z) =
Rev. Zarb Muazimabad du sanah ... ~a Zr R /9
Walajah ks’ Slldass

The obverse legend appears to be an abbreviated form of the usual Shah Alam distich; there is certainly no
trace of some of the words. The reverse lacks the usual Jalus maimanat manus formula.

These coins were published previously by the late C. H. Biddulph (JNSI. XXIV, 1962, P1. V, nos. 11-12).
Biddulph listed them under the Arcot mint, but commented in the text that ‘whilst no definite evidence
exists as to the mint from which coins A and B were issued it is permissable to hazard a guess that it was
Arcot’. I have been unable to trace any town by the name of Muazimabad within the region formerly under
the control of the Nawabs of Arcot, but the name itself may merely be an honorific, as Muazimabad means
‘the eminent city’. It would, however, appear not to be Arcot, as copper coins of a somewhat different type
and of better workmanship were issued with the mint name Arcot contemporaneously with the Muazimabad
pieces.

The following dates and regnal years have been observed on the coins of this group: —

RY 3, AH 1178/RY 5, AH 118x/RY 8, AH LIS3TRY-105RY 12 RY ~IS A H 119x/RY. Lleei Y 15,
AH 1192/RY 19, AH 1202/RY 25 (sic), AH 1203, AH 1209/RY 29, RY 38.

An East India Company weight for Farrukhabad rupees of AD 1806 - 1818 by Michael Mitchiner
The weight published here is a uniface copper piece that has been machine struck with a marginal collar.
The inscription within a hexagonal frame on the obverse is as follows : —

Minimum legal weight of oblique milled old Fur. Rupee 171.198 grs.
beneath the inscription is stamped an authorisation monogram that appears to read — J B

The oblique milled Farrukhabad rupee was authorised on 27th. March 1806 at a weight of 173 grains
(Pridmore* p. 222). Its production in the Bengal Presidency continued until a new form of Farrukhabad
rupee was introduced in 1819 at a weight of 180.234 grains.

Although there exists a substantial body of evidence concerning the authorised weights of various coin
denominations struck by the East India Company, much less appears to be known about the accepted
tolerance in weight. The coin weight published here is of particular interest because it defines the acceptable
weight tolerance: a mere One per cent. It so happens that the Farrukhabad silver coinage provides one of the
few instances in which there is also documentary evidence concerning weight tolerance. Pridmore notes that
the official “allowance for wear’’ on the oblique milled Farrukhabad rupees was 6 annas weight” and for the
succeeding class of rupees was “1%”. The sources correlate and the inscription on the coin weight would seem
to show that the documented tolerance was actually put into practice.

F. Pridmore, The coins of the British Commonwealth
of Nations, part IV India, vol. 1. East India Company
Presidency series c. 1642 - 1835.






