
ORIENTAL NTOCESMATIC SOCIETY INTORMATION SHEET. Wo-'S' ~JC.lh<£^ ^ '^V?^ 

MULTIPLE DIRHEMS OP THE SAMANID-GHAZNAVID PERIOD PROM NORTH-EAST AFGHANISTAN, 

by MICHAEL MITCHINER 

These large silver coins were struck by the Sananid dynasts and by their 

Ghaznavid successors in the north-east provinces of Afghanistan throughout most 

of the tenth oentTuy AD. The earliest multiple dirhema were struck during the 

reign of the Samanid sovereign Nasr 11 ibn Ahmad (AH.501-551} AD.914-945) and can 

be dated to the 320's of the Hijra. The series virtually endg with a conmon issue 

struck by the Ghaznavid sovereign Yemin al daulah Mabnrud in AH. 5B9t there being 

only one later issue known. 

The mints that struck multiple dirhems lay along the northern slopes of the 

Hindu Kush and, for the most part, followed the distribution of active silver 

mines cited by contemporary Arab historians. The main mints were sited in 

Badakhshan and Tokharestan provinces thou^ a few multiple dirhems were struck 

at Gharjistan and Bamian (see Hap). 

Badakhshan province, from which the majority of multiple dirhems emanate, 

was situated at the eastern end of the north Afghan plateau in a region where, 

according to contemporary Arab historians, the main activities were farming and 

particularly the mining not only of gold auad silver but also of lapis lazuli, 

rubies, garnet, rock crystal and asbestos. Three borders of the province were 

lEirgely defined by the geography of the region and only on the west was there an 

arbitrary frontier with the neighbouring province of Tokharestan. To the east 

Badakhshan was limited by the Pamir mountains and to the south rose the Hindu 

Kush. To the north the river Oxus formed the provincial frontier and to the west 

the border with Tokharestan was set between the towns of Taysücan and Kishm. 

Provincial frontiers were not completely static and for some years the town of 

Andijaragh, which lay in the foothills of the Pamirs, came under the sway of 

Badakhshan's governor Al Harith ibn Harb. 

In the south-western comer of Badakhshan province the position of Panjhir 

and its relationship to two other important towns, Parwan and Anderabah, is best 

defined by following the route of the main pass traversing the Hindu Kush from 

the Kabul valley in the south to the north-east Afghan plateau. These three towns, 

which all lay close to the pass, each possessed its own mint and on the coins 

struck for their Samanid sovereigns each mint acknowledged the authority of a 

different series of provincial governors. Prom the south the route left the Kabul 

valley and followed the Panjhir river up past Parwan. This town was the northern 

outpost of the Kabul valley province and in the 550*3 AH acknowledged the 

governorship of a certain Ahmad ibn Yusuf. Prom the 560's Parwan, along with the 

rest of the Kabul valley province was part of the Ghaznavid state which, until 

the 380'8, remained a vassal kingdom within the Samanid realm. Parwan did not 

take part in the multiple dirhem coinage. Proceeding north up the pass one reaches 

Pan.ihir which was one of the most important Afghan silver mining towns during the 


