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Introduction 
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'Jhile we have a very detailed study of the silver coinage of the l?st six Ottoman sultans 
(l), there is no similar description of the gold coins. In view of the high value of the 
gold coins, many collections contain onl̂ '- one specimen of each type. It is therefore 
rather more difficult to arrive at a complete listing of the gold coins, than for the 
corresponding silver and bronze coins. 

The following sultans reigned during this period:-

A.J). 1339 - 1861 
A.D. 1861 - 1876 
A.D. 1876 (3 months) 
A.D. 1876 - 1909 
A.D. 1909 - 1918 
A.D. 1918 - 1922 

During the reign of the Sultan Mahmud II (A.D. 1225 - 1255 / A.D. 1808 - 1839) the Ottoman 
"empire found itself in financial difficiolties. The suppression of the Janissaries in 1326 
and the subsequent formation of a new army of -ttie "victorious soldiers of Kuhammad" 
(asakir-i mansure-i muhammdjye), needed considerable amounts of money. The many wars 
exerted much pressure on the treasury, and in consequence both the fineness and the weights 
of the coins were successively reduced. Sultan Abdul Kejid ascended the throne on 19 Rabi' 
al-akhir 1255 (3 July 1839) and with the Hatt-i Sherif of Gülhane of 3 November 1839 set 
about a number of reforms, A coinage reform was necessaiy in order to make an end to the 
debased coinage but for the first 5 years of the reign the old standards were maintained. 
In the Ferman-i Ali (imperial edict) of 26 Safar 1256 (29 April I840), the issue of a new 
coinage was proclaimed and special medals were issued to mark this event bearing the regnal 
year 5 (2) , . - ' 

The new coinage was based on E\iropean models and new mint machinery was brought in from 
Great Britain. The gold was 22 carat fine (916 2/3) alloyed with copper, and coins with 
the mint name Kostantiniye (Istanbul) were authorized as follows:-

Denomination Diameter Weight (a) Date of First Issue (b) • •: 

500 Kurusi 35 mm 36.082 g 18 Subat 1272 (2 harch 1857) (4) 
250 Kuru? 27,2 mm I8.O4I g 18 ̂ubat 1272 (2 March 1857) U ) 
100 Kuru» 22.3 mm 7.216 g 5 Kanun-i sani (I8 January 1844) (5j 
50 Kurus 18.2 mm 3.608 g 17 Haziran 1260 (29 August 1844 ) (5, 
25 Kuru9 14.9 mm 1.804 g 2 Haziran 1271 (l4 June 1355) V 

(a) tolerance of 2/1OOO above ani' below these weights (3). 

(b) dates are according to the Turkish Civil Calendar (see anpendix). 

During the -oeriod covered by this note regular gold coins were minted to the specification 
above, but in addition gold coins were struck on the occasions of the Sultan's visits and 
as especial Monnaie de Luxe coins. 

The first Sultan's visit coins celebrate a ten dajrs visit of Sultan Iiahrcud II to ^dime on 
11 M'jharram 1247 (22 June 1331) (6), Betvfeen 1844 and 1922 the following visits were 
coranemorated in this way:-

Abdul Kejid to Jdirne (Adrianople) year 8, Abdul Aziz to Bursa year 1, Fehmed V to Bursa 
year 1, I'kiime year 2, Kosova (i>i Yugoslavia), Kannstir (Bitolj in Yugoslavia) and Selanik 
(Thessalouika) all year 3, 

All these coins were struck in Istanbul, although they bear an inscription denoting that 
they were struck at the locslities visited (7), 


