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Coins for everyday transactions are a comparatively moderm idea in Bunna, 
having been introduced there less than 20C years ago. This note attempts to 
outline the development of the coinage and to list the coin« produced for upe 
in Bunna from that time to the present date. 

BODAWPAYA (178I-I819) 

Bodawpaya, a son of the founder 
bf the Alaungpaya Djmasty, took the 
throne in February 1781 following the 
murder of the previous King, his neph
ew Singu, and in order to eliminate 
all opposition he immediately murdered 
all his rivals, their wives, children 
and servants. At that time his King
dom comprised much the same area as 
present day Burma with the exception 
of Arakan, which separated by a 
range of hills, had been an indepen
dent Kingdom for centuries. Until 
Bodawpaya*s time, there were no coins 
for general use throughout Burma, 
although there had been local issues, 
notably in Arakan by the Chandra 
Dynasty, 4-6th Century, the Pyu-Mon 
series in South East Burma, 2-5th 
Century and a later series in Arakan 
in the 17-l8th Century. (Refs 1, 2 
and 3)» This later Arakan series, well 
documented by Phajrre, (Ref 3, pp 5-11) 
came to an end in 1784-5 when Bodawpaya 
took over the Kingdom of Arakan during 
a time of turmoil. The last coins of 
this series were issued in Arakan by 
the Burmese Governor installed by 
Bodawpaya, the inscription on them 
reading "1146 (a 1784 AD) Amarapura, 
Kingdom of the Lord of many White Ele
phants" (Ref 3 p 11). They were 
struck in gold and silver, both with 
similar inscriptions, the larger 
having a wide striated rim. These then 
were the first coins issued by Bodaw
paya, though their use was probably 
restricted to Arakan. 

Trade between Burma and the East India Company had ceased following the 
massacre by the Burmese in 1759, of most of the British in the trading post at 
riegrais, an island at the South West point of the Irrawaddy delta, but a 
British Resident was established in Rangoon in 179b as a result or a successmi 
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